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SCIENCE
NATURE LORE

Nature lore books do much to awaken wonder and interest and to help students form a more intimate relationship with creation. They often 
inspire special-interest studies. Alveary Science courses meet or exceed the National Science standards.

Stories from Nature for Grade 4
Read highly-entertaining stories about the author’s real-life experiences keeping wild animals as pets.

ASSIGNED GRADES & SCHEDULING 4 (suitable 3  5  6)

Students or Groups Enrolled by Form or Grade FORM MIN. xWK MORN. TEACH. ACT. BRAIN

F2 10 1 * � _

PLACEMENT TIPS
Great book for reading practice.

COURSE NOTES
Course Text: The Tarantula in My Purse by Jean Craighead George

Teachers prepare by reading often from The Handbook of Nature Study, as indicated in the lessons. Use that information to guide conversations (i.
e., special studies and object lessons) during afternoon walks (see Alveary Science Guide in Tutorial).

Occupations: Ideas for object lessons, Science Notebook entries, and things to look for outdoors are included to correlate with reading. It is not 
necessary to do them all; choose the ones most suited to your location and local resources (museums, zoos, etc.). Direct observation is highly 
preferable; if it is not possible, have your students study a similar specimen or work from pictures or videos.  Virtual experience is very different 
from first-hand experience, however, so teachers are strongly encouraged to plan for and enable direct observation. 

NOTEBOOKS:
Science Notebook: Students draw or write narrations, pictures, and diagrams based on their reading and/or demonstrations (see Occupations).

PLANNING & PREP
ALERT:  Preview Links. The final responsibility for previewing any and all links rests with the teacher. All links were checked at the time 
of publication; however, websites change frequently and may contain objectionable content. Please report broken links by using the 
"contact us" link on the website.

Set up field trips to a natural history museum, national forest, zoo, nature preserve, and/or pet store to view animals in this book.

As you read, use field guides to find out if any of the species live in your area or which of their relatives you might see. Look for them--or 
evidence of them--on your afternoon walks.

Consider keeping a bird, snake, mouse, turtle, etc., as a pet for long-term observation, OR capturing them for short-term observation.

⬣ TERM 1 ⬣ TERM 2 ⬣ TERM 3
Study Handbook of Nature Study 
assignments and object lessons.

Study Handbook of Nature Study 
assignments and object lessons.

Study Handbook of Nature Study 
assignments and object lessons.

Preview afternoon walks; plan where 
you will go learn "by the way."

Preview afternoon walks; plan where 
you will go learn "by the way."

Preview afternoon walks; plan where 
you will go learn "by the way."

Contact national/state parks in the 
area and ask if they have guided 
owling events.

Look for a raptor center or bird 
sanctuary near you.

Order owl pellets (See Shopping List.)
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    TERM 1
⬚  01  The Screech Owl Who Liked TV
-----------------------------------------------------
🅟 Read "The Genesis," The Tarantula In My 
Purse p.1-6

➜ INTRO: Tell a little of the background 
story to introduce book to students.

➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.1  p.7-10  
"Twig's favorite pet" - "whisper, 'Yes.'"

 
⬚  02  Letting Yammer Go
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.2  p.11-17  
"When I told" - "saw him again."

 
⬚  03  A Bathtub Full of Ducklings
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.3  p.18-21  
"One spring Craig" - "take baths,' said Craig."

 
⬚  04  A Bathtub Full of Ducklings (cont.)
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.3  p.21-25  
"And that's how" - "he answered."

 
⬚  05  Goose and Duck Were Arrested
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.4  p.26-30  
"One summer we" - "was true too."

 
⬚  06  Goose and Duck Were Arrested 
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.4  p.30-36  
"They also said" - "Then she disappeared."

 
⬚  07  A Trouble-Making Crow
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.5  p.37-43  
"The year Luke" - "the cabbages asunder."

 
⬚  08  A Talking Crow
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.6  p.44-50  
"Several years after" - "knowing it all."

 
⬚  09  The Mystery of the Foyer Pond
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.7  p.51-55  
"Our menagerie" - "into the dining room."

 
⬚  10  The Mystery of the Foyer Pond (cont.)
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ RN&D: The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.7  p.55-60  
"Crowbar was on" - "the water pyramid."

 
⬚  11  Catch-Up Day
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ Use this time to catch up on lessons in this 
or another course, or explore Extra Helpings. 

 
⬚  12  Exam Week
-----------------------------------------------------
➜ Answer question(s) related to course.

Questions will come from:
 The Tarantula In My Purse  
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   SCIENCE Suggested Passages
NATURE LORE

Stories from Nature for Grade 4

01 TERM 1 Week 1

02 TERM 1 Week 2

03 TERM 1 Week 3 ▲D&G: Dictate 1 Paragraph

 The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.3  p.18-19  
"One Spring Craig" - "than golf balls?"

04 TERM 1 Week 4

05 TERM 1 Week 5

06 TERM 1 Week 6

07 TERM 1 Week 7

08 TERM 1 Week 8 ▲D&G: Dictate 1 Paragraph

 The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.6  p.44  
"Several years after" - "an attacking warrior."

09 TERM 1 Week 9

10 TERM 1 Week 10

11 TERM 1 Week 11

12 TERM 1 Week 12

13 TERM 2 Week 1

14 TERM 2 Week 2

15 TERM 2 Week 3 ▲D&G: Dictate 1 Paragraph

 The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.9  p.71  
"There is something" - "you manage that?"

16 TERM 2 Week 4

17 TERM 2 Week 5

18 TERM 2 Week 6

19 TERM 2 Week 7

20 TERM 2 Week 8 ▲D&G: Dictate 1 Paragraph

 The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.12  p.89-90  
"Crowbar stayed." - "the drama below."

21 TERM 2 Week 9

22 TERM 2 Week 10

23 TERM 2 Week 11

24 TERM 2 Week 12

25 TERM 3 Week 1

26 TERM 3 Week 2
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   SCIENCE Occupations
NATURE LORE

Stories from Nature for Grade 4

01 TERM 1 Week 1 ⬣ TAKE A NATURE WALK
     & Record observations

 Go on a night walk. Listen for 
owls.

★ Audio: Owling.com  

⬣ OBJECT LESSON
Handbook of Nature Study 

"The Screech Owl"  Lesson 26  p.
102-103  

02 TERM 1 Week 2 ⬣ TAKE A NATURE WALK
     & Record observations

 Go on a night walk. Listen for 
owls.

⬣ OBJECT LESSON
 Dissect at least one owl pellet. 
Wear gloves and use tweezers to 
find the bones. How many 
skeletons can you put together 
and identify?

⬣ SCIENCE NOTEBOOK
 Draw some of the bones from 
your owl pellet(s).

03 TERM 1 Week 3 ⬣ TAKE A NATURE WALK
     & Record observations

 Go to a pond or lake to watch 
ducks.

04 TERM 1 Week 4

05 TERM 1 Week 5 ⬣ TAKE A NATURE WALK
     & Record observations

 Look for ducks and geese.

⬣ OBJECT LESSON
Handbook of Nature Study 

"Geese"  Lesson 34  p.134-135  
06 TERM 1 Week 6 ⬣ SCIENCE NOTEBOOK

 Draw a Venn Diagram showing 
the similarities and differences 
of ducks and geese. You may use 
physical and/or behavioral 
characteristics.

The Tarantula In My Purse  
Ch.4  p.26-36  

07 TERM 1 Week 7 ⬣ TAKE A NATURE WALK
     & Record observations

 Look for crows.

⬣ OBJECT LESSON
Handbook of Nature Study 

"The Crow"  Lesson 32  p.126-
127  

08 TERM 1 Week 8

09 TERM 1 Week 9

10 TERM 1 Week 10 ⬣ TAKE A NATURE WALK
     & Record observations

 Look for turtles, tadpoles, and 
crayfish in a creek. 

11 TERM 1 Week 11

12 TERM 1 Week 12

13 TERM 2 Week 1 ⬣ TAKE A NATURE WALK
     & Record observations

 Look for evidence of raccoons.

★ Image: Raccoon Tracks  

⬣ OBJECT LESSON
Handbook of Nature Study 

"The Raccoon"  Lesson 61  p.250  

14 TERM 2 Week 2
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   SCIENCE Lesson Plan Links
NATURE LORE

Stories from Nature for Grade 4
ALERT:  Preview Links. The final responsibility for previewing any and all links rests with the teacher. All links were checked at the time of publication; 
however, websites change frequently and may contain objectionable content. Please report broken links by using the "contact us" link on the website.

01 TERM 1 Week 1 Owling.com

02 TERM 1 Week 2

03 TERM 1 Week 3

04 TERM 1 Week 4

05 TERM 1 Week 5

06 TERM 1 Week 6

07 TERM 1 Week 7

08 TERM 1 Week 8

09 TERM 1 Week 9

10 TERM 1 Week 10

11 TERM 1 Week 11

12 TERM 1 Week 12

13 TERM 2 Week 1 Raccoon Tracks

14 TERM 2 Week 2

15 TERM 2 Week 3

16 TERM 2 Week 4 Kestrels

17 TERM 2 Week 5 Red-Tailed Hawk

18 TERM 2 Week 6 American Robin

19 TERM 2 Week 7 Chickadees

20 TERM 2 Week 8

21 TERM 2 Week 9 Venomous/Nonvenomous

22 TERM 2 Week 10

23 TERM 2 Week 11

24 TERM 2 Week 12

25 TERM 3 Week 1 Skunk Tracks

26 TERM 3 Week 2 Box Turtles

27 TERM 3 Week 3 Bat Sounds

28 TERM 3 Week 4

29 TERM 3 Week 5

30 TERM 3 Week 6 Bobwhites

31 TERM 3 Week 7 Song Sparrow

32 TERM 3 Week 8

33 TERM 3 Week 9 Sounds of Bullfrogs

34 TERM 3 Week 10

35 TERM 3 Week 11

36 TERM 3 Week 12

http://Owling.com
https://www.bear-tracker.com/coon.html
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Kestrel/id
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-tailed_Hawk
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Robin/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Carolina_Chickadee/
http://www.snake-removal.com/venomous.html
https://www.bear-tracker.com/spskunk.html
http://www.boxturtles.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxubJRsuB5w
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Bobwhite/overview
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/song_sparrow
http://www.californiaherps.com/frogs/pages/l.catesbeianus.sounds.html
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   SCIENCE Examination
NATURE LORE

Stories from Nature for Grade 4         4 (suitable 3  5  6)

⬣ TERM 1

GRADE 4 •  Tell about Crowbar the Crow.

⬣ TERM 2

GRADE 4 •  Tell about Pete and Parus.

⬣ TERM 3

GRADE 4 •  Tell about Cracker, the Bobwhite.
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   SCIENCE Extra Helpings
NATURE LORE

Stories from Nature for Grade 4
For students with a high level of interest.

PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

⬣ TERM 1
Make a nest box for Wood Ducks.

⬣ TERM 2
Make a wren box.

⬣ TERM 3
Build a bat house.

Keep a box turtle as a pet.

Make a terrarium.

BOOKS, GAMES & MORE

RESOURCE INFORMATION SCOPE BUY/FREE

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen
ISBN/ASIN  978-0399214578

Term 1 $12.00

Fall of the Year by Dallas Lore Sharp
ISBN/ASIN  978-1633340176

Term 1 $11.00

The Woods Scientist by Stephen R. Swinburne
ISBN/ASIN  978-0618046027

Term 1 $32.00

Rascal by Sterling North
ISBN/ASIN  978-0142402528

Term 2 $6.00

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George
ISBN/ASIN  978-0525463467

Term 2 $14.00

Thunder Birds by Jim Arnosky
ISBN/ASIN  978-1402756610

Term 2 $33.00

Wild Tracks by Jim Arnosky
ISBN/ASIN  978-1402739859

Term 2 $11.00

Field Trips by Jim Arnosky
ISBN/ASIN  978-0688151720

Term 2 $18.00

Winter by Dallas Lore Sharp
ISBN/ASIN  978-1633340220

Term 2 $11.00

Spring of the Year by Dallas Lore Sharp
ISBN/ASIN  B00BIX01Y8

Term 3 $11.00

Box Turtle at Long Pond by William T. George
ISBN/ASIN  978-0688081843

Term 3 $12.00

http://www.hiltonpond.org/NestboxWoodDuckMain.html
http://www.birdwatching-bliss.com/wren-house-plans.html
https://www.nwf.org/en/Garden-for-Wildlife/Cover/Build-a-Bat-House
http://www.boxturtles.com/
https://inhabitat.com/diy-how-to-make-your-own-green-terrarium-to-keep-or-give-away-for-the-holidays/
https://www.amazon.com/Owl-Moon-Jane-Yolen/dp/0399214577/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=owl+moon&qid=1586804346&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fall-Year-Yesterdays-Classics/dp/1633340171/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=dallas+lore+sharp&qid=1586811868&s=books&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Woods-Scientist-Scientists-Field/dp/061804602X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+woods+scientist&qid=1586811343&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rascal-Puffin-Modern-Classics-Sterling/dp/0142402524/ref=sr_1_1?crid=17SAECLESGCB6&dchild=1&keywords=rascal+by+sterling+north&qid=1586810087&s=books&sprefix=rascal+sterlin%2Cstripbooks%2C162&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Side-Mountain-Jean-Craighead-George/dp/0525463461/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1586812006&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Thunder-Birds-Natures-Flying-Predators/dp/1402756615/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=thunderbirds+arnosky&qid=1586811478&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wild-Tracks-Guide-Natures-Footprints/dp/1402739850/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=wild+tracks+arnosky&qid=1586811583&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Field-Trips-Hunting-Tracking-Bird-watching/dp/0688151728/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=field+trips+arnosky&qid=1586811670&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Winter-Yesterdays-Classics-Dallas-Sharp/dp/1633340228/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=dallas+lore+sharp&qid=1586811763&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Spring-Year-Dallas-Lore-Sharp-ebook/dp/B00BIX01Y8/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=dallas+lore+sharp+spring&qid=1586811949&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Box-Turtle-at-Long-Pond/dp/0688081843/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=box+turtle&qid=1586809879&s=books&sr=1-4
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